
Sylvia Peralta once said that she began her teaching career by 
accident. She started working in the medical field in 1974 as a 
receptionist at a general surgeon’s office. She studied to become 
a medical coder and worked her way up. After 5 years, she 
changed to a different medical specialty and became a coder for 
the Good Samaritan hospital in Los Angeles. In 1996, she saw an 
advertisement in the local Penny Saver. Remember the Penny 
Saver? The small local magazine where she found an advertisement 
from Hacienda La Puente Adult School looking for professionals 
teaching work skills. That’s how she stumbled into teaching and she 
created her first Medical Coding and Billing class.

Sylvia loved teaching so much that she never looked back, and she 
recently celebrated her 23rd year in teaching. In 2008 Sylvia began 
her teaching career here at the Azusa Adult Education Center, and 
according to her, she has met a lot of amazing people along the way. 

Thanks to Sylvia, who has written the curriculum, the Azusa Adult 
School celebrated the opening of its first Medical Records Program 
in 2009 which she taught for many years.

Additionally, she instructed the Health Unit Coordinator, Medical Billing and Coding, and Inpatient Advanced Medical Coding 
Career course in our medical program. Her latest accomplishment was the creation of the online Medical Terminology course 
which she taught via Moodle, the Adult Education Center’s learning Management System. We proudly celebrated Sylvia in 
2016 as our Teacher of the Year to recognize all her great accomplishments and her outstanding contributions to the Azusa 
Adult Education Center and the Azusa Unified School District.

There are many more roles, hats, and titles Sylvia wore over the past 10 years. She currently serves as Vice President of the
Azusa Federation of Adult Educators, is a devoted and active member of the California Council of Adult Education, Azusa 
chapter, and participated energetically in the Citrus College Azusa Adult Education Consortium in the Career Technical 
Education Career Pathway study group. According to her, her biggest accomplishment is to be married to the same man for 46 
yrs. 

We will miss Sylvia and her knowledge, her kind personality, and her sense of humor, but we do understand retirement is 
calling…
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Spotlight: Sylvia Peralta
Written by: Veronika Delvaux

Welcome to the first issue of the new ASUD in Action newsletter! I hope you enjoy this way to stay informed of the exciting 
news of our staff, students and community. I value every AUSD employee, and I look forward to continuing to recognize and 

celebrate the talents and accomplishments of our outstanding team.
Linda Kaminski, Ed.D., Superintendent

Message from the Superintendent

AUSD BOARD OF EDUCATION
Xilonin Cruz-Gonzalez, President

Yolanda Rodriguez-Peña, Vice President
Jeri Bibles-Vogel, Clerk

Gabriela Arellanes
Adrian Greer

Linda Kaminski, Ed.D, Superintendent

Submissions and suggestions 
for the newsletter can be sent to 
the Office of Communications at 

ausdcommunications@azusa.org.

Announcements and Accolades
Azusa Adult Education 
Center 
Elias Peter Duer, born to 
AAEC Pharmacy Technician 
teacher Joel Duer

Powell
Powell School of the Arts 
is happy to announce that 
our bilingual aide, Jenny 
Espinosa, gave birth to a 
healthy baby boy on 10-15-
18. Santiago was born at 
8:31pm weighing 7lbs 6oz. 
Mother and baby are doing 
well. Congratulations!

Slauson
Carol Fieri, Slauson AP, ran 
a 1/2 Marathon in Big Bear 
in October.  The event was 
titled “Revel Big Bear.”

Gladstone High 
Rene Engle - English Teacher 
GHS  - got engaged to be 
married on July 21, 2018. 
Congratulations, Rene!

Joseph Garcia’s son 
who is attending Loyola 
Marymount/LA is on the 
cross country team and 
just ran an 8K in 24/47. He 
traveled to Provo, Utah for 
the Div West 1 West Coast  
Conference Championships 
at the end of October.

Congrats to Jane Ostrowski 
on her retirement!

Longfellow welcomes:
School Secretary - Monica 
Arista

Preschool Clerk - Carmen 
Zarate-Garcia
New Preschool Teacher - 
Georgianna Taylor
New Preschool Teacher  - 
Faith Vercautren
Preschool Aide - Justine 
Valdez
Spec. Ed. Instructional Aide - 
Paula Huerta 
Spec. Ed. Instructional Aide - 
Gabriela Camargo 

Lee
Mrs. Ponte enjoyed traveling 
around southern and 
western Iceland with family 
in the month of June. The 
highlights were the countless 
waterfalls, puffins and 
other arctic birds, glaciers, 
lava caves, geysers and 
geothermal springs, the days 
of endless sunlight, and the 
friendly Icelandic horses. The 
hot dogs are also not to be 
missed!

Child Welfare & Attendance
Sandra Banuelos-Smith
Secretary, Pupil Services 
Special Education
Iron Man – Arizona 70.3

- Water race 1.2 mile
- Transition to bike 56 miles
- Transition to running 13.1 
miles
She has been doing this for 
12 years. She loves it. This is 
her favorite thing to do. It’s 
her stress reliever.

Valleydale
Sharon Ortiz (RSP teacher) is 
getting married on December 
14th to Paul Paramo. 
Congratulations!
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Azusan, Husband, Father
The youngest in a family of 7 kids, Ron grew up in Azusa.  His father was 
the proud owner of Azusa Pipe and Tube Bending which he successfully 
operated for approximately 50 years.  After attending St. Frances of Rome 
from 1st to 8th grade, Ron graduated from Damien HS in 1991, earned 
his B.A. in Political Science at UC Irvine and his Teaching Credential with 
Masters’ Degrees from Cal State L.A.  Ron has been married 8 years to his 
wife, Ann, a nephrologist at Pasadena Nephrology.  They share 3 children, 
a daughter (Kristen - 22 yrs.) and 2 sons (John -16 yrs. and Jonas -20 yrs.).

Veteran
In 1992 Ron joined the Marine Corps.  Primarily stationed in Pasadena 
with 4th LAAD Battalion Marine Corps. Unit until 1999, Ron served as 
a Low Altitude Air Defense Gunner (LAAD).  In his MOS he was trained 
to use the stinger missile system to provide air defense coverage for 
infantry and tank units in the field.

Special Day Class (SDC) Teacher
Ron began his teaching career in 2001 at the Hillside Education Center 
where he spent the next 3 years as an SDC teacher.  He then moved to 
Gladstone High School to be an SDC Math and Science teacher where he 
has remained ever since.  Ron’s greatest joy in teaching is being able to 
see his students grow up, mature, and graduate.  His primary goal is to 
teach his kids how to be productive citizens so that they can go out into the world and make a positive difference.  Ron would 
like to see Azusa USD focus more efforts on providing HS students with electives that provide them with direct paths into the 
workforce as well as life skills classes for students with special needs to help them succeed in the world.

Coach
Ron has coached the GHS Girls JV Basketball Team for the past 6 years.  Additionally, Ron has coached the Cross Country 
Teams and Track and Field long distance events for the past 2 years.  Besides practices after school and evenings, Ron 
dedicates his time to training with the athletes up to 6 times a week during the summer and other school breaks to optimize 
their results.

Union Organizer
Ron became an AEA Site Representative 5 years ago with the intent of advocating for the interests of teachers at GHS in union 
decision-making.  Since then, Ron has joined the Organizing Team in an effort to further stand up for ALL teachers and give 
them a voice in district decision-making as well. 

Ultimately, Ron strives to make a difference in the lives of those that he touches by being a positive role model for all people in 
the different facets of his life.  Judging by his service record, it is evident that he has already succeeded.

Ron Tressel: A Life of Service
Written by: Meg Savella

Denise Heredia teaches third grade at Paramount Elementary.  She recently authored and 
published a children’s book entitled Apollo: A Light in Shining Armor.  One of her goals in 
life was to be an author and five years after students suggested that she write a book on 
armadillos, she began the process and published her first children’s book.  Ms. Heredia 
wrote her book with a positive message about perseverance, accomplishing dreams and 
maintaining a positive self-image in hopes that the message would inspire children.

From Teacher to Author

Gloria Rubio
Written by: Yvonne Murillo

Gloria Rubio is an Instruc-
tional Aide at Mountain View 
Elementary. This is the only 
site she has ever worked at 
while being employed with 
our district. Gloria and her 
husband Robert live in Azusa 
and raised their family in this 

community.  When she was asked what it is about her 
job that has kept her going for 40 years, she replied: 

“My Students, I love them, and I get attached to them 
especially the kindergarten students.” She has worked 
in grades kinder through 5th grade, but it’s the kinder-
garten class that she enjoys most.

Gloria along with Teacher Arlene Yeazel - now retired 
- worked 22 years together and together they share 
they share lots of fun and not so fun memories and 
she will hold on to forever. When asked about her most 
memorable moments Gloria said she the kids always 
seemed to know that she wasn’t herself and they 
always cheered her up, and their hugs always made her 
day. Gloria enjoys that her first sets of students are all 
grown up now, and some of their children have come 
to Mountain View, and she is seeing their grandchildren 
come to Mountain View.
 
Her Principal, Jenny Le is quoted as saying “Gloria is 
always so positive and fresh. We could have a crazy 
week here at Mountain View, and when Monday rolls 
around, she is ready to start a new week with a very 
positive attitude.”

Yvonne Uro
Written by: Yvonne Murillo

Yvonne Uro is Computer Lab Aide at Magnolia Elemen-
tary School. Yvonne is also a resident of Azusa and 
her daughter Evangeline (Evie) graduated from Azusa 
schools. When asked what has kept her going for 40 
years, Yvonne replied “In my 40 years with AUSD I have 
never felt as if I’m going to work. I have the best of both 
worlds. I’m an active, living part of this awesome circle 
of life and I get paid for it!”

Yvonne feels as though she has been richly blessed and 
is extremely honored to be a part of so many lives and 
to witness in action, residents of her community come 

full circle. She is now witnessing 2nd and 3rd genera-
tion Azusans, born and raised here attend our schools, 
have careers and start families in our city. Many also 
choose to be a part of AUSD, which speaks volumes 
about our school district. Seeing this in action and get-
ting to play a small role in so many lives of members of 
Azusa gives her a feeling beyond words; she says she is 
blessed.

Yvonne’s most memorable moments came when she 
first started working for AUSD, Murray’s Principal at 
the time was Burke Hamilton, he and teacher Kathy 
Hendix would put on these multi-cultural events for 
the community and everyone would get involved, and 
the parents would look forward to this yearly tradition. 
Thank you for your service, Yvonne!C

E
L

E
B

R
A

T
IN

G
 4

0
 Y

E
A

R
S

 O
F

 S
E

R
V

IC
E

Anjelica Garcia Juarez, known better 
as “Lica,” is one of AUSD’s newest 
administrators.  She is the new Director 
of Communications, and comes to us 
after a position in the Public Relations 
Office at Azusa Pacific University.  Born 
in San Bernardino and raised in Colton, 
Lica is a local who already feels right at 
home in Azusa.  Her favorite memories 
include camping with her family every 
year on a beach in Mexico, living in 
Russia for a couple of years in a study 
abroad program and the birth of her 
niece and nephew.  Being an aunt is 

her favorite job!  Lica’s favorite life 
accomplishments include being the 
first in her family to receive a Bachelors 
and Masters degree, finishing 2 full 
and 10 half marathons, and living in a 
foreign country all by herself.  Her wish 
for AUSD is that the narrative of our 
school district changes to highlight our 
opportunities, success stories and the 
amazing things that are going on in our 
schools.  We are so fortunate to have 
Lica on our team.  Next time you see 
her at your site during a special event, 
please introduce yourself and say hello!

New to Azusa Unified: Lica
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Written by: Laura Clark


